Harvey Mudd College 

Jazz Improvisation Workshop

Fall 2009

The Jazz Improvisation Workshop is a freshman advising group for jazz musicians. You should read on and consider applying for this group only if you have either played jazz before and wish to continue, or you have a very strong inclination to learn jazz. A casual curiosity will not be adequate, because work will be involved.

Membership in this group is limited and requires a commitment to stay in the workshop for the entire semester. Members meet weekly as part of a larger group, Music 84, 8:30-10 p.m. Wednesday evenings. Because members are taking this as a graded course (unlike other freshman courses, which are graded pass/high-pass/no-credit), 1.5 units of credit are given. 

At meetings, we discuss theory as well as playing, and all members participate in a final concert performance where we improvise in small groups. The course can be repeated for credit, and each semester the focus is on a different composer. For this fall, the focus is on the music of the late trumpet player and composer, Freddie Hubbard.

The faculty member in charge is Professor Bob Keller, of the Computer Science Department, who is also a jazz musician and educator. He has taught the course for about 8 years.  Together with research students at HMC and other universities, Prof. Keller has developed educational software to help jazz musicians construct solos representative of improvisations. The software is downloadable free; see 

http://www.cs.hmc.edu/~keller/jazz/improvisor

This software is used for some of the written assignments in the workshop.

The purpose of the attached form is simply to enable assessment of whether you are likely to enjoy and to succeed in this workshop. In order to be a successful improviser, you will need to:

· devote time to practicing. 

· listen to jazz recordings on a regular basis. 

· read and learn a sufficient amount of jazz music theory. 

· be willing to practice chords on a keyboard, even if not already a keyboard player.

If you submit the form, you are indicating a strong desire to enroll in the jazz Improvisation workshop. If you submit, you implicitly agree that, if selected, you will remain in the workshop for the fall semester. (Because slots are limited, and there is usually significant demand, if you were to enroll, then drop, you would be denying someone else the opportunity.)

Harvey Mudd College 

Jazz Improvisation Workshop Application

Fall 2009
Please fill out and submit to mary_cardenas@hmc.edu
Name _____________________ email _________________ phone __________
Can you read music? ______

What is your principal instrument (on which you would improvise)? _______________________

List any other instruments that you play  __________________________________________

Have you improvised or tried to before? If so, please describe briefly: 

Check those items that characterize your level of interest in this course: 

Mildly curious ___ 
Give it a fair try ____    

Burning desire ____  

Check which major scales you can now play from memory on your principal instrument: 

C___  F___  Bb___  Eb___  Ab ___ Db___  F# ___  B___  E___  A___  D___  G___

Check which theoretical musical topics are familiar to you: 


intervals ___   major triads ___  minor triads___ 
seventh chords___


cadences ___ minor scales ___  modes ___ 
voice leading ___

How much have you listened to jazz? Name some specific performing artists you’ve found interesting?

Do you own any jazz recordings yourself? _____ About how many? ________

Have you seen any live jazz performances? Where/when?

Have you watched any jazz performances on video (e.g. YouTube)? 

How much time per week are you willing to devote to practicing jazz in the coming semester?

    None ___   1.5 hours (15 mins per day) ___    3 hours (30 mins. per day) ___   more ____

How much time per week are you willing to devote to listening to jazz (including recordings)?

    None ___   1.5 hours (15 mins per day) ___    3 hours (30 mins. per day) ___   more ____

Please describe your general musical background (years of playing, private lessons, performance groups, etc.): 

(Once you have finished this form, please email it to mary_cardenas@hmc.edu)

