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Professor Paul Steinberg





M/T/W/F 10:00-10:50
Course tutor: Claire Angelici




Room: TG 203
Humanities 1 – Section 3





Fall 2007
Harvey Mudd College






politicAL ANALYSIS

Politics is the struggle over who makes authoritative decisions for society.  Political events exercise a profound influence over our daily lives, warranting careful scrutiny and active engagement - especially by those who aspire to positions of social leadership.  This course provides an opportunity to analyze complex political problems, to debate the merits of competing worldviews and policy proposals, and to communicate your views through high-impact writing and public speaking.  Drawing on insights from political science and related fields, we will consider contemporary controversies as well as long-standing debates and will explore the links between the two.  Specific topics include U.S. foreign policy in the post-9/11 world, freedom, democracy, public opinion, cultural change, social movements, and political engagement.

Office Hours

Prof. Steinberg



Claire Angelici

Mon/Wed 11 - 12


Mon/Tues 2 - 4

Parsons 1280



Parsons 1276

607-3840



407-6020

paul_steinberg@hmc.edu

cangelici@yahoo.com

Required Texts

The following books are available for purchase in the Huntley bookstore.

Herbert Asher, Polling and the Public: What Every Citizen Should Know, CQ Press, 2001.

Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom, University of Chicago Press, 2002.

James Davison Hunter, Culture Wars: The Struggle to Define America, Basic Books, 1991.

Thomas R. Rochon, Culture Moves: Ideas, Activism, and Changing Values, Princeton University Press, 1998.

Students are also responsible for reading 3 issues per week of The New York Times.
All other readings are available in a reader that can be purchased in class.

Course Objectives and Requirements

In common with all Humanities 1 courses, the goal of this course is to develop student skills in writing analytic papers that demand critical thought within a collaborative seminar setting.
In this particular section we will discuss, debate, and write about a wide range of political phenomena, drawing on and responding to scholarly publications by leading political scientists and social commentators.

Clear and compelling writing is a skill that can be mastered by anyone.  But this is more than a skills-based course designed to convey techniques of composition.  To be sure, competence in grammar, usage, argument structure, citation format, and the like are fundamental to the enterprise and we will devote considerable attention to these themes.  But writing is so closely linked to thinking that this course is also an intensive introduction to rigorous analytic thought.  This requires: 

Careful engagement with the readings.  You must become adept at identifying the authors’ central points, understanding their broader significance, assessing the degree to which the authors marshal logic and evidence in support of their arguments, and incorporating these insights into your own evolving view of the world.

Dialogue, collaboration, and critique.  Although students come to this course with different levels of exposure to political argumentation, no one of us has a monopoly on the truth.  To develop novel and compelling ideas requires constant questioning of our own assumptions and openness to new perspectives.  This, in turn, is facilitated by sharing those ideas with our peers, offering and listening carefully to constructive criticism, and collaborating in the development of new ideas.  It is no coincidence that these are also prerequisites for a democratic society.
Clear expression.  The power of your ideas flows from the potency of their expression.  The image of the reticent scientific genius whose ideas trumpet their own merits is seriously misleading.  The most effective thinkers, professionals, and social reformers pay close attention to the way that they communicate their ideas.  Martin Luther King, Jr. took no fewer than seven public speaking courses during his college years!  Likewise, effective writing is something that you will continue to refine over the course of your lifetime.  This class is an invitation to take your critical communication skills to the next level at this exciting stage of your personal and professional growth.
Toward this end, success in this course requires the following:
1.  Class participation
Every student must be an active participants in class discussions.  This requires thorough familiarity with assigned readings in advance of class.  You will also participate in one of three debates taking place throughout the semester.  Regarding attendance, you may have two unexcused absences without penalty during the semester.  Additional absences will count against your final grade at the rate of 3% per occurrence.  Any absence may be excused by the Dean of Students or the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs.
2.  Writing
Papers:  You will write three papers during the course of the semester.  The first two are analyses of issues raised in selected readings.  The third is a research paper on the political topic of your choice, drawing on the published literature.  No work will be accepted for credit after the due date unless excused by the Dean of Students or the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs.
The portfolio:  Rather than complete a final examination or final term paper, at the end of the term you will submit a portfolio of approximately 18-20 pages of revised writing from the semester that you and your instructor agree represents your best work.  The portfolio will include all three papers and will be accompanied by an introductory comment explaining why you believe the writing represented is effective and significant.

Your portfolio will be assessed by your instructor and at least one other member of the Humanities 1 staff.  If the portfolio is judged weak or unacceptable by the first outside evaluator, the instructor will submit it to a second reader for another evaluation.  The assessment committee will decide whether the portfolio is acceptable or not (that is, worth a “C” or better).

Revision:  Revision is an essential part of the writing process.  The articles and textbooks that you read in high school and college commonly go through as many as 10 to 20 drafts prior to publication!  You will revise your writing at various times and in various ways in the portfolio system: during in-class writing and peer-editing activities; outside class during conferences with your instructor or tutor; and when you are preparing your work for inclusion in the portfolio.  Formal revisions of two of your class papers are also required and will be evaluated as part of your course grade.  Dates for these revisions are included in the course schedule.
Reflection papers:  Every Friday at 5 p.m. you must turn in a brief (one paragraph to one page) reflection on the week’s news and, to the extent feasible, its relationship to course readings.  This need not be polished writing.  The idea is for you to share your reflections about world events and course content.
3.  Public Speaking
You will give a 10-minute presentation to the class summarizing key findings from your research paper, followed by a question-and-answer session.  This should be a polished, clear, well organized, and engaging talk.  You are not required to use PowerPoint, though many students find it to be useful for organizing thoughts and sharing visual imagery.  As an alternative, you may wish to provide listeners with a handout outlining your key points.
Required Readings  (see corresponding course schedule below)
Jessica Stern (2003) The Protean Enemy, Foreign Affairs 82(4):27-40.

Graham E. Fuller (2002) The Future of Political Islam, Foreign Affairs 81(2):48-60. 
Joseph S. Nye (2003) U.S. Power and Strategy After Iraq, Foreign Affairs 82(4):60-_.

Charles Krauthammer, Democratic Realism: An American Foreign Policy for a Unipolar World, 2004 Irving Kristol Lecture, American Enterprise Institute Annual Dinner, Washington DC, February 10, 2004.

Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom, University of Chicago Press, 2002. 
Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from Birmingham Jail, April 16, 1963.

Vaclav Havel, The Power of the Powerless, in The Power of the Powerless, translated by Paul Wilson, Hutchinson Educational, Ltd., 1985.

The Declaration of Independence.




Robert Dahl, Democracy and Its Critics, Yale University Press, 1991.  Chapters 2 and 4.

Samuel P. Huntington, The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century, University of Oklahoma Press, 1991, pp. 3-46.

Benjamin I. Page and Robert Y. Shapiro, The Rational Public and Democracy, chapter 1 in George E. Marcus and Russell L. Hanson (eds.), Reconsidering the Democratic Public, Pennsylvania State University Press, 1993.

Robert S. Erikson and Kent L. Tedin, Political Socialization and Political Learning, chapter 5 in American Public Opinion: Its Origins, Content, and Impact, Longman Publ., 1995.
Malcolm X, The Ballot or the Bullet, 1964.

Steven E. Barkan (1979) Strategic, Tactical, and Organizational Dilemmas of the Protest Movement Against Nuclear Power, Social Problems 27(1):19-37.
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Introduction and course 

overview.

Unit I: Terrorism and the 

New World Order       

Discuss Stern and Fuller.

Discuss Nye and 

Krauthammer. Argument 

mapping exercise.

9/10

9/11

9/12

9/14

Writing workshop: 

Thesis development and 

evidence

Debate I:  When is 

humanitarian 

intervention 

justifiable?

Debrief debate.

Unit II:  Freedom     

Discuss Friedman 

chapters 1 and 2.

9/17

9/18

9/19

9/21

Read Friedman chapters 

7 and 10.  Lecture: 

market failures.  

Writing workshop: 

Argument structure

Discuss King, Havel, 

Jefferson

Writing workshop: How 

to conduct peer editing

9/24

9/25

9/26

9/28

Draft paper 1 due

. Peer 

editing in class.

Writing workshop: 

reducing clutter.

  Meet in 

computer lab
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Read 

handout in advance.

Paper 1 due

. Lecture: 

political engagement.

Unit III:  Democracy in 

Theory and Practice 

Discuss Dahl.

10/1

10/2

10/3

10/5

Discuss Huntington 

article and Cornel West 

video (view before 

class). 

Bring and discuss one 

article of your choice 

from 

Journal of 

Democracy

Debate II:  Can 

democracy be 

exported?

Debrief debate.  

10/8

10/9

10/10

10/12

Unit IV: Public Opinion 

Discuss Page and 

Shapiro + Erikson and 

Tedin.

Read Asher chapters 1 

and 3. Lecture: statistical 

inference

Read Asher chapters 4 

and 8.  No class 

meeting. Public opinion 

exercise.

Discuss public opinion 

exercise.

10/15
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10/19

Draft of paper 2 due. 

Peer editing in class.

No class - individual 

meetings on papers.

Paper 2 due
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 Writing 

workshop: Research 

strategies.

Library day.  Bring 

tentative research paper 

topic.
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Fall break

Fall break
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Revisions

Writing workshop: 

Revisions 

 

Revision 1 

due

.
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Cultural conflict.  Read 

Hunter pages 3-64.  No 

class.  Individual 

meetings on papers.

Read Hunter chapter 3 

and choose one of the 

following chapters: 7, 8, 

9, or 10.  Discuss Hunter 

in class.

Debate III:  Separation 

of church and state?

Cultural change.  Read 

Rochon chapters 1 and 

3.  In-class video: Global 

warming and Christian 

evangelicals.

11/5 11/6 11/7 11/9

Unit V:  Social Movements  

SM strategy.  Discuss 

Malcolm X and Barkan.

Creating solidarity.  Read 

Rochon chapters 4 and 

5.  Lecture: transnational 

social movements.

Annotated bibliography 

due.

 Revision workshop

Revision 2

 

due

.  In-

class video: Eyes on the 

Prize
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workshop - presentation 

strategies.

Public speaking 

workshop - connect with 

your audience.   Watch 

Obama and Hrabowski 

videos before class.
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and Social Sciences 
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and Social Sciences 

Advising Days.

No class.  Happy 

Thanksgiving!
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Paper 3 draft due.  

Peer 

editing in class.

Student presentations Paper 3 due.

 Writing 

workshop: Your portfolio 

introduction

Student presentations
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Draft portfolio 

introductions due.  
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Student presentations Portfolio meetings Portfolio meetings

Last day of class. 

Portfolio due. 


Last revised  

8/28/07
Class Participation		10 %


Reflection Papers		10 %


Essay 1				10 %


Essay 2				10 %


Research Paper			15 %


Paper Revisions		15 %


Final Presentation 		10 %


Final Portfolio			20 %








