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Assignment Overview

Giving Psychology Away assignment

Introductory Psychology Fall 2006
Prof. Debra Mashek

At least four perspectives permeate psychologists’ study of human behavior: biological, cognitive, learning, and sociocultural.  These various perspectives come together to give rise to an approximation of a complete understanding of the human experience.  Counting 30% toward your final grade, this assignment invites you to synthesize and integrate these perspectives to understand some topic of your choosing.  Specifically, you will work with others in the class to (a) identify a human experience worthy of your inquiry, (b) develop a one-hour lesson plan to teach about this human experience, (c) teach your lesson to a “class” of 3 – 4 high school students or peers, (d) revise your lesson plan and consolidate the teaching materials, and (e) present an excerpt of your teaching plan to our class during the last week of the semester.  More details appear below; we will also spend time in-class going over the specifics of these different steps.

(a) Identify a human experience worthy of your inquiry. The topic should be narrow enough in scope that you’ll be able to do it justice in a one-hour class, yet not overly specific to become irrelevant to your high school audience.  A local high school psychology teacher shared with us a list of topics covered in his class.  This list may be a useful jumping off point as your group decides what topic to develop for your lesson plan.

(b) Develop a one-hour lesson plan to teach this topic to high school psychology students.  At a minimum, you will want to examine your topic from at least two of the four major psychological perspectives (biological, cognitive, learning, sociocultural).  It is imperative that you integrate these perspectives in a way that gives rise to a more complete understanding of your chosen topic.  Your lesson plan must also include at least one engaging activity, demonstration, or critical thinking exercise to help your audience’s ability to learn the presented material.  Finally, you will develop a six-item “quiz.” Each item should correspond with one level of Bloom’s taxonomy; all six levels of the taxonomy need to be represented.

(c) Teach your lesson to a class of 3 – 4 high school students or peers.  High school students are the intended audience of this lesson plan.  To the extent possible, please arrange to present this lesson to a small group of high school psychology students (I can help arrange this).  Alternatively, you may present your lesson to a group of 3 – 4 college peers.  Administer your quiz as part of this presentation.  Also, be sure to elicit specific feedback from your audience about the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson plan.  What could you do differently to further enhance their learning?

(d) Revise your lesson plan and consolidate teaching materials.  Further polish your lesson plan.  Then, prepare a CD containing the lesson plan protocol, any handouts or other materials required for the lesson, and your quiz.  We will make these materials available to interested high school teachers (thus the assignment title:  Giving Psychology Away).

(e) Present an excerpt of your lesson plan to our class during the last week of the semester.  Each teaching group will get to share the fruits of their labor with our class.  Plan to present a 10 – 12 minute excerpt of your lesson plans.

Overview of Possible Tasks
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Teams can utilize many different strategies to prepare successful learning experiences for the high school students.  Here are a few possible tasks your group may wish to consider as it gears up for the October 25 due date.   The required pieces are marked with an asterisk.  

Planning

______  Conduct literature searches using PsychINFO

*_____  Read the selected articles and complete the reading guide (each team member must complete this step; you will hand in your completed reading guides on October 25th)

______  Meet with group to brainstorm purpose, objectives, and lesson content

______  Meet with group to brainstorm strategies for integrating ideas from different perspectives

______  Research existing classroom demonstrations

Preparation

*_____  Complete the lesson plan template, including

*______  A substantial outline as part of the “input”

*______  Step-by-step procedures for any demonstrations, activities, etc. (provide enough detail so that someone reading your lesson plan could implement the lesson)


*_____  Interface with instructor and TA to schedule your group’s presentation


______  Develop any handouts, slides, or other materials you will need during the lesson


*_____  Develop the quiz questions

______  Meet with your group to consolidate ideas and practice

______  Submit materials to TA for duplication

______  Discuss if/how your group will share the teaching role once in the classroom

Submit Draft of Materials by October 25th

*_____  Completed reading guides for each member of the group 

*_____  Completed lesson plan

*_____  Copies of all materials (e.g., handouts, slides)

*_____  Copy of quiz questions

*_____  After you receive feedback, meet with your group to discuss/make use of feedback

Classroom

*_____  Implement lesson

*_____  Obtain written feedback from students (instructor will provide a feedback template)

Revising the Lesson Plan

______  Meet with your group to debrief and read over student feedback; discuss what worked, what didn’t, what you want to change?

*_____  Update materials and lesson plan

Submit Final Materials by November 27th


*_____  Prepare a CD with your updated materials


*_____  CD should be named with the topic of the lesson


*_____  Include separate folders for “lesson plan,” “materials,” “quiz”

Final Presentation

______  As a group, identify a 10-minute segment of your lesson plan to share in our classroom.

*_____  Present segment to class (no more than 10-minutes please); be sure to bring copies of any materials you may need.


PLEASE SEE US WITH ANY QUESTIONS.  THANKS!  DEB AND SHELLEY

Mondays

Deb

2:30 – 4:30
Parsons 1251


Mondays

Shelley

4:00 – 5:00
Parsons 1271

Wednesdays

Shelley

4:00 – 5:00
Parsons 1271

Thursdays

Deb

2:00 – 3:00
Parsons 1251

Sample Topics
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Note:  Topics followed by a # were suggested by Mr. Callahan of Claremont High School. Topics followed by a (*) were suggested by members of our class.

1. Addiction

2. ADHD (#)

3. Advertising

4. Aesthetic appreciation

5. Aggression

6. Agnosia (being unable to recognize objects in spite of in tact visual system)

7. Amnesia

8. Anger

9. Animal training

10. Attachment

11. Autism (#)

12. Biculturalism

13. Brain damage

14. Childhood cognitive development after being abused and removed from abusive home (*)

15. Competition

16. Conduct disorder (#)

17. Conflict resolution

18. Cooperation

19. Creativity (Why do normally intelligent people freeze up when confronted with technical problems in things they're not familiar with?) (*)

20. Diversity

21. Doctor-patient interactions (*)

22. Domestic violence (#)

23. Drug use

24. Eating disorders (*)

25. Environmental stress

26. Evil

27. Experience of pain

28. Experience of pleasure

29. Experience of time

30. Eye-witness testimony

31. Gender identity

32. Gender socialization

33. Gender studies (*)

34. Gifted and talented education

35. Group functioning

36. Handedness (*)

37. Happiness (#)

38. Human/technology interface issues (aka Human factors psychology) (*)

39. Hypnosis

40. Intelligence

41. Intimate relationships (#)

42. Language acquisition

43. Learning disorders (#)

44. Lie detection

45. Meditation

46. Mood disorders

47. Moral development, universal morality (*)

48. Multi-tasking

49. Non-verbal communication

50. Optical illusions / magic

51. Peace

52. Peer-pressure

53. Personality disorders

54. Persuasion

55. Prejudice & discrimination

56. Pro-social behavior

57. Psychology of studying (#)

58. Puberty

59. Racism (*)

60. Saintliness

61. Schizophrenia

62. Self and identity

63. Self-esteem

64. Sensation seeking

65. Sense of community ownership vs. alienation (*)

66. Sexism

67. Sexual orientation

68. Shame and guilt

69. Sleep & dreaming (#)

70. Sleep disorders

71. Social support

72. Something to do with sports (*)

73. Split-brain

74. Stereotypes

75. Stress and anxiety (*)

76. Taste aversions

77. Terrorism

78. Unconsciousness

79. Values

80. Vanity

81. Why do people like shiny stuff? (*)

Topic Selection Worksheet
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Group members:
__________________________________




__________________________________




__________________________________

Topic (please give as much detail as possible at this early point in the process):

Which perspectives seem most relevant to understanding this topic (biological, learning, cognitive, sociocultural)? How might these perspectives relate to your topic?

What concerns do you have currently about the Giving Psychology Away assignment?

What questions do you have for Shelley and me? How can we best support your efforts to develop a fascinating and effective lesson plan?

Research Guide
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The importance of thorough research:

Teaching others requires a strong grasp on the subject at hand; therefore, it is imperative that you fully understand your chosen topic before entering the classroom.  Familiarity with credible primary sources is one essential step toward achieving this understanding.  You absolutely, undoubtedly will not be able to cover all of the information from these primary sources during the course of your lesson.  The purpose of this research is to provide you with familiarity and confidence in your mastery of the material so that you may teach it accurately and comfortably and so that you may effectively synthesize ideas across the psychological perspectives.

The research requirements for this assignment:

For this assignment, you will need to find, read, and review three peer-reviewed journal articles for each of your chosen perspectives (biological, learning, cognitive, and sociocultural; as a reminder, you will examine your topic from at least two of these four perspectives ).  At least two of the three journal articles per perspective must be empirical (see description below).  This means you need a total of 



6 peer-reviewed journal articles (3 per perspective), of which 



4 should be empirical (at least 2 per perspective).

You may work together as a group to select these 6 articles, but you should each independently read each article and answer the questions on the following page before reconvening to discuss the articles; this way, you can spend your group time applying the information to your lesson, rather than simply reviewing the basic content of the articles.

You may consult additional, non-peer-reviewed sources, such as psychology textbooks and Wikipedia, to gain additional understanding of your topic, but these will not count towards your 6 sources.  Note that you can limit your PsycInfo search results to only show peer-reviewed articles.

What is an empirical article?

An empirical article is an extensive report of firsthand research.  It will typically include a methods section, which describes the specific procedures of the study; a results section, which provides the statistical analysis performed on the data collected; and a discussion section, which expands on the greater significance of the experimental results.  In short, an empirical article will resemble an extremely thorough lab report.  You need at least two empirical articles for each of your chosen perspectives.  If you are unsure whether or not a particular article is empirical, please feel free to consult Deb or Shelley.

The articles our group has chosen to read are…

Perspective #1:


Empirical article #1:


Empirical article #2:


Additional peer-reviewed article:

Perspective #2:


Empirical article #1:


Empirical article #2:


Additional peer-reviewed article:

Please answer the following questions after reading each of your articles and bring your responses when your group meets.  You will turn these responses in as part of the assignment due on October 25, so be sure to put some thought into your answers.

1. In a sentence or two, describe the purpose of this study or set of studies.

2. In a sentence of two, summarize the research methods employed in this study.

3. In a sentence of two, summarize the results of the study discussed in this article.

4. Would these results be of particular interest to the students?  Would you like to include these specific findings in the content of your lesson plan?

5. How might you wish to present this material?  Lecture, demonstration, etc… include specifics!

6. Would the research methods employed in this study also be of interest to the students?  Remember that these students do not have the same exposure to sophisticated research techniques that you have.

7. If you do not wish to include the specific results of this study within your lesson’s content, how does this knowledge redirect the course of your lesson?

8. What questions do you have about this paper that will need to be answered before you can move forward with the lesson plan?

Lesson Planning Template
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	Materials
	What materials will you need to teach this class?  Be sure to include handouts, presentation materials, quizzes… everything you need to either bring or make sure is already in the classroom for you.



	
	

	Purpose
	What is the large-scale goal of this lesson?  What general skill or basic area of understanding do you want the students to take away?



	
	

	Objectives
	What specific knowledge and skills should the students gain from this lesson?

Students will be able to …



	
	

	Hook
( _____ minutes)
	How are you going to introduce the topic?  What will you do to get the students excited and interested in your lesson?



	
	

	Input
( _____ minutes)
	How are you going to present the lesson and what information are you going to present?  This may include lecture, visuals, demonstrations, etc.



	
	

	Guided Practice
( _____ minutes)
	How are you going to help the students practice applying the skills and knowledge that you’ve just taught them?  This should reinforce and involve each of your specific objectives.  This will probably be covered by your engaging, critical-thinking based activity.



	
	

	Check for Understanding
( _____ minutes)
	How will you know that your objectives have been met?  (This will probably be covered in your quiz.)  Will you grade the quiz in class?  Have students exchange quizzes and grade each other?  Go over the correct answers?



	
	

	Closure
( _____ minutes)
	How will you “wrap up” the class?




Mid-Term Assessment Rubric
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Topic:

     ___________________________________________________
Group Members: ____________________________________________________

Assignment Requirements

	1
	Did the lesson plan follow the appropriate 8-step format?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	2
	Does the lesson plan include two different psychological perspectives?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	3
	Are the perspectives smoothly integrated into the lesson?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	4
	Does the lesson plan include an appropriate activity or demonstration that promotes critical thinking?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	5
	Does the lesson include a six-item quiz, representing each level of Bloom’s taxonomy?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	6
	Have all group members submitted six reading guides apiece?

Comments:

	YES
	NO


 Considerations for Presenting to High School Students

	7
	Does the lesson plan include an appropriate amount of information?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	8
	Is the lesson plan sufficiently detailed, with thorough step-by-step instructions for each component of the presentation?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	9
	Are the additional materials prepared and appropriate to the lesson?

Comments:

	YES
	NO


Preparing the Lesson Plans for Availability to High School Teachers

	10
	Does the lesson plan list the APA standards addressed?

Comments:

	YES
	NO

	11
	Are the actual sources of materials (web addresses, video timestamps) provided?

Comments:

	YES
	NO


Additional Comments / Overall Impressions:
Student Assessment of Lesson Plan
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Topic: ______________________________________________

Teachers: ____________________________________________

As you know, we are preparing lesson plans for use in high school psychology classrooms.  We appreciate your input on today’s lesson plan.  As a high school student, you are expert on what makes a lesson interesting and relevant to high school students.  Please share your thoughts!  Provide your honest feedback; there are no right or wrong answers.

1.  The topic of the lesson is relevant to my life.

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


2.  The topic of the lesson is relevant to the lives of many high school students.

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


3.  The lesson held my interest.

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


4.  The lesson was engaging.

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


5.  The lesson taught me something new.

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


6.  The material was presented at just the right pace for high school psychology students (not too fast, not too slow).

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


7.  The content was presented at just the right level for high school psychology students (not too advanced, not too basic).

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


8.  The teacher(s) presented the material clearly.

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


9.  Overall, this was a great presentation!

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


10.  Overall, the teachers did a wonderful job!

	Definitely
	Moderately
	Slightly
	Slightly
	Moderately
	Definitely

	Disagree
	Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Agree
	Agree

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6


11.  What did you like most about today’s lesson?

12.  What did you like least about today’s lesson?

13.  What should the teachers do differently to make this lesson even more appropriate for a high school psychology class?

Self-Reflection on Teaching Experience
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Topic:

____________________________________________
Teachers:
_____________________________________________

We recommend reflecting on your teaching experience as soon as possible after meeting with your test audience.  These insights will help you as you revise your lesson plan; you’ll be able to tailor your revisions in a way that’s optimally responsive to the critiques of both your audience and your teaching team.

What did you like most about the teaching experience?

What did you like least about the teaching experience?

What aspect of the lesson plan do you think worked particularly well?  For example, when did the students really seem engaged and interested?

What aspect of the lesson plan didn’t work as well as intended?  For example, when did the students seem confused or disinterested?

Based on your assessment of the effectiveness of the lesson, student feedback, and quiz responses, what modifications are needed to hone the lesson plan?

Self-Evaluation and Peer-Evaluation
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Topic


____________________________________

Your name

____________________________________

Team member #1
____________________________________

Team member #2
____________________________________

Estimate the percent contribution of each team member on the following aspects of the project (percentages for each aspect of the project should add up to 100%)

	
	You
	Team Member #1
	Team Member #2


	Planning (e.g., Conducting literature searches, reading the selected articles, brainstorming objectives and lesson content, brainstorming strategies for integrating ideas from different perspectives)


	_____
	_____
	_____

	Preparation (e.g., Completing the lesson plan template, outlining the “input,” describing step-by-step procedures, developing handouts, developing quiz questions, organizing materials for classroom experience)


	_____
	_____
	_____

	Classroom (e.g., Presenting lesson to test audience)


	_____
	_____
	_____

	Revising lesson plan (e.g., Debriefing, responding to feedback from test audience, identifying other needed changes, updating materials and lesson plan, preparing CD with final materials)


	_____
	_____
	_____

	In-Class Presentation (e.g., Selecting appropriate segment, presentation)


	_____
	_____
	_____

	Estimate the overall percent contribution of each team member to the assignment.  Keep in mind some of the above aspects may have taken more or less time, effort, etc. This is your chance to make clear any discrepancies in relative contributions to the group project.  


	_____
	_____
	_____


What percentage grade would you assign your team’s effort?  
_____

What percentage grade would you assign your team’s product?  
_____

Final Grading Rubric for the
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Topic: 

_____________________________________

Name:

_____________________________________

	BASIC REQUIRMENTS
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Did the lesson plan follow the appropriate 8-step format?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	2
	Does the lesson plan include at least two different psychological perspectives?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	3
	Are the perspectives smoothly integrated into the lesson?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	4
	Does the lesson plan include an appropriate activity or demonstration that promotes critical thinking?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	5
	Does the lesson include a six-item quiz, representing each level of Bloom’s taxonomy?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	6
	Does the lesson plan make use of information garnered through reading the primary literature?
	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	
	
	
	
	
	

	RESPONSIVENESS TO FEEDBACK
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Does the final lesson plan demonstrate responsiveness to the mid-term feedback provided by Deb and Shelley?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	8
	Does the final lesson plan demonstrate responsiveness to the feedback provided by the test audience (i.e., high school students or peers)?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	9
	Does the final lesson plan evidence critical self-reflection?  That is, does the final lesson plan include meaningful changes beyond those recommended by the professor, the TA, and the test audience?
	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	
	
	
	
	
	


	QUALITY OF FINAL PRODUCT
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Do the facts presented in the lesson plan accurately communicate psychological ideas?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	11
	Do the included ideas seem complete and/or self-contained?  (That is, does the lesson plan provide adequate coverage of the intended topic and tie up loose ends?)


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	12
	Are the lesson plan and accompanying materials professional in appearance?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	13
	Do the lesson plan and accompanying materials evidence creative engagement with the assignment?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	14
	Was the in-class presentation interesting and engaging?


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	15
	Test audience’s average rating on items #3 and #4 divided by 2. (Interesting/Engaging)


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	16
	Test audience’s average rating on items #6, #7, and #8 divided by 2. (Pace/Level/Clarity)


	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	17
	Test audience’s average rating on items #9 and #10 dived by 2. (Great presentation/Wonderful job)
	Poor

0
	Fair

1
	Good

2
	Wow

3

	
	
	
	
	

	PEER & SELF EVALUATION
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Team mate #1’s rating of this student’s percent contribution.
	< 27%

0


	27% - 29%

1
	30% - 32%

2
	33%+

3

	19
	Team mate #2’s rating of this student’s percent contribution.


	< 27%

0
	27% - 29%

1
	30% - 32%

2
	33%+

3

	20
	Your team’s average self-assigned grade.
	D

0
	C

1
	B

2
	A

3

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL (60 POSSIBLE POINTS)

       
	______ / 60


