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China experienced a series of major earthquakes in the 1960s and 70s. In response to the threat of powerful earthquakes, earthquake prediction became one of the most important and urgent scientific programs in China. Guided by scientific ideas as well as political beliefs, the Chinese developed theories and practices of earthquake prediction based on everyday observation, and the Communist government recruited the masses for earthquake prediction. This approach followed the ideology of mass science during the Cultural Revolution, which insisted that the correct approach to science was to bring the scientists and the masses together and to combine indigenous and Western science.
This paper examines mass participation in earthquake prediction in Communist China with an emphasis on the epistemic culture and style of science underlying the system of earthquake prediction. Although the program of Chinese earthquake prediction and defense doesn't make an easy comparison, it nonetheless encourages us to think more generally about certain important and timely issues: civic participation in emergency management, which is an urgent topic in the wake of the Hurricane Katrina disaster; science and the macropolitics of state and society, which has for too long been neglected by scholars in favor of the micropolitics of the scientific community; and the participation and membership of science—that is, who has a say in science and who shares the responsibility of doing science.

