
Politics 60: The Global Politics of 
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Spring 2007
Mondays 1:15-4:00 p.m.

Professor Heather L. Williams

Carnegie 9

telephone x73088

hwilliams@pomona.edu

office hours: Fridays 10 a.m.-noon

Course Description:
An enduring paradox in world politics is the fact that hunger, food riots, and malnutrition are perennial problems, despite the fact that farmers around the globe produce more than enough to feed the world’s population. Placing that contradiction front and center, this course will explore the evolution of food systems around the world. Readings will address the interplay among states and growers from a historical-sociological perspective, examining the impact of state centralization, new forms of economic organization, and evolving technology on the production and distribution of food. Key to this course will be analysis of land distribution, finance, urbanization, and trade regimes. The course will also examine how environmental problems affect farms around the world, and various ways that producers and governments attempt to address such problems. The course will also examine current issues in agricultural science and economics, and will engage debates about genetic engineering, international patent law, and intellectual property. 

Requirements:
This will be a challenging course with a heavy reading load. Grades are based on attendance and participation in seminars (=20 percent) and on short papers of 500-800 words due at the beginning of each class. No late papers will be accepted except with signed letters from the Dean of Students or a physician at Health Services. Ten papers are required. (=60 percent) Perfect attendance at the lecture series “Beyond Machu Picchu” (schedule attached) can substitute for two of these papers. Weekly reading loads will vary between 150 and 250 pages, and the seminar will be dependent on students having done at least 8 to 10 hours’ work prior to each class. Therefore, plan to set aside an evening or two a week, or a full day to prepare. You will also be responsible for giving a short group report once during the semester. This will be a 20-minute briefing on an issue of current importance in the global food system. NO POWERPOINT SLIDES WITH BULLET POINTS. If you use this program, you may only use it for still images or a data display that YOU have compiled yourself. Students may expect to be interrupted at any time to answer questions. Penalties are assessed for excess time. The topics are listed in the syllabus as reports (=20 percent). 
The following books can be purchased at Huntley Bookstore:

Miguel Altieri. Genetic Engineering in Agriculture (Food First Books)
William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis (Norton Press)

Mike Davis. Late Victorian Holocausts (Verso Press)

Sidney Mintz, Sweetness and Power (Viking)

Mark Reisner, Cadillac Desert (Penguin)
Peter Rosset, Raj Patel, Michael Courville. Promised Land: Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform (Food First Press)
Upton Sinclair, The Jungle (Bantam)

Donald Worster, Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s (Oxford U. Press)
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January 22: Introduction to the class
__________________________________________________________________

PART ONE: U.S. Agriculture as Farming Triumph? (A Critical Examination)
January 29: Food, Labor and Value 
Upton Sinclair, The Jungle
Eric Schlosser, “The Most Dangerous Job,” Fast Food Nation [ERES]
Eric Schlosser, “The Cow Jumped Over the U.S.D.A.,” The New York Times, January 2, 2004 [Lexis/Nexis]
Geoffrey Cowley, “Cannibals to Cows: The Path of a Deadly Disease,” Newsweek, March 12, 2001 [ERES]

February 5: Food into Money: Grain and the Rise of Modern Financial Markets
William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis, especially pp. 1-148

Eric Schlosser, “On the Range,” and “Cogs in the Great Machine,” Fast Food Nation [ERES]
Michael Pollan, “Power Steer,” The New York Times Magazine, March 31, 2002  [ERES] OR
Edward Luttwak, “It’s What’s for Dinner,” Harper’s Magazine, August 2001 [ERES]
REPORT ON BIOFUELS, AGRIBUSINESS, AND U.S. PRODUCTION PROFILE [online series on biofuels: http://www.grist.org/news/maindish/2006/12/04/biofuels/] 
February 12: Farms into Ruin: Desertification as Anthropogenic Disaster 
Donald Worster, Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s
Duff Wilson, “The Magic Silo,” from Fateful Harvest: The True Story of a Small Town, A Global Industry, and a Toxic Secret [ERES]

David E. and Marshall Jon Fisher, “The Nitrogen Bomb,” Discover Magazine, April 2001 [ERES]
Elizabeth Guillette et al. “An Anthropological Approach to the Evaluation of Preschool Children Exposed to Pesticides in Mexico,” Environmental Health Perspectives [ERES]

REPORT ON CAMPAIGNS TO BAN TWO PESTICIDES: LINDANE, LORSBAN  [http://www.panna.org/campaigns/lindane.html; 

 http://www.panna.org/campaigns/DCYakima06-CP.dv.html; 
[image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.RiniArt.org/media/Lgif/07294_2_01b.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]


 [image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]



February 19: Alien Labor, Alienated Labor: Unionizing the fields 

Carey McWilliams. Selection from Factories in the Field, pp. 103-133, 211-263 [ERES] 
Frank Bardacke. “Cesar Chavez: The Serpent and the Dove” from Clark Davis and David Igler, eds., The Human Tradition in California [ERES] 

Miriam Pawel, “UFW: a Broken Contract,” Los Angeles Times, January 8, 9, 10, 11, 2005 [Lexis/Nexis]
Charlie LeDuff, “At a Slaughterhouse, Some Things Never Die: Who Kills, Who Cuts, Who Bosses Can Depend on Race,” The New York Times, June 16, 2000 [Lexis/Nexis]
REPORT ON IMMOKALEE WORKERS CAMPAIGN AGAINST TACO BELL, McDONALDS [http://www.ciw-online.org/]
February 26: Harvesting Water: Irrigation and California Agribusiness
Mark Reisner, Cadillac Desert (try to read as much as you can, especially chapters 1, 3, 4,5, 6,12, and the epilogue)

Dean Murphy, “In a First, U.S. Puts Limits on California’s Thirst,” The New York Times, January 5, 2003 [ERES]

REPORT ON U.S. FARM SUBSIDIES [http://www.ewg.org/farm/index.php; “Mountains of Corn and a Sea of Farm Subsidies,” NYTimes, 9 November 2005]
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PART TWO: AGRICULTURE AND HUNGER IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD

March 5: Famine, the State, and the Making of the Third World
Mike Davis. Late Victorian Holocausts
REPORT ON METHYL BROMIDE, TOWARD SUCCESS OR FAILURE IN BANNING USE WORLDWIDE? [“EPA Drops Plan to Approve Pesticide,” Los Angeles Times 27 April 2006; 

“U.S. Has Been Stockpiling Banned Pesticide,” Los Angeles Times, 15 September 2006]
March 19: NO CLASS—PROFESSOR AT CONFERENCE
March 26: Taxing Peter to Pay Paul? Theories of Post-Colonial States and Cash Agriculture 

Excerpts from Robert Bates, States and Markets in Tropical Africa [ERES]
chapter from James Scott,  Seeing Like a State [ERES]
J. Ann Ticknor, “An Ecofeminist Perspective” [ERES]

Farshad Araghi, “The Great Global Enclosure of Our Times: Peasants and the Agrarian Question at the End of the Twentieth Century,” from Hungry for Profit: The Agribusiness Threat to Farmers, Food, and the Environment, ed. Fred Magdoff at al. [ERES] 
REPORT ON WEST AFRICAN COTTON GROWERS AND FOREIGN SUBSIDIES: FREE TRADE TO THE RESCUE? [http://www.oxfam.org.uk/what_we_do/issues/trade/bp30_cotton.htm]
April 2: Dilemmas of Land Reform
Peter Rosset et al., Promised Land (everyone read intro, split up case studies if you like)
Juan Forero, “Colombia’s Landed Gentry: Coca Lords and Other Bullies,” The New York Times, January 20, 2004 [ERES]
AT 4:15 PM: REQUIRED ATTENDANCE AT LECTURE BY JAMES SCOTT: “WHY CIVILIZATIONS CAN’T CLIMB HILLS: STATES AND NON-STATE SPACES IN SOUTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY,” ROSE HILLS THEATER
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PART THREE: PRESSURES FOR REFORM IN THE MODERN GLOBAL FOOD SYSTEM

April 9: Agrarian Revolution 

Sue Branford and Jan Rocha. Cutting the Wire: The Story of the Landless Movement in Brazil, pp. 65-108 [ERES]


and/or browse  http://www.mstbrazil.org and http://www.foodfirst.org/action/cgar/
James Scott, The Moral Economy of the Peasant, pp. 13-34, 114-156 [ERES]
Michael Ableman, selection from On Good Land: Autobiography of an Urban Farm, pp. 16-62 [ERES]
REPORTS ON LAND AND CONFLICT IN ZIMBABWE AND BOLIVIA
April 16: Land reform as a first-world issue? 
“Water Heist: How Corporations are Cashing in on California’s Water” [http://www.citizen.org/documents/Water_Heist_lo-res.pdf]

Merrill R. Goodall, “Property and Water Institutions in California,” from A Little Piece of Land: Writings on Agriculture and the Common Good in California [ERES]
John Gibler, “Not a Drop to Drink,” Terrain, Winter 2005 [ERES]

“Gasping for Air: Why We Must Cultivate a Healthier Central Valley,” The Women’s Foundation of California [http://www.womensfoundca.org/site/c.aqKGLROAIrH/b.982223/k.A4F3/Publications.htm]

April 23: Techno-fixes and their Critics
Miguel Altieri. Genetic Engineering in Agriculture. 

Daniel Charles, “”Biotech’s Dream Harvest: Self-Cloning Corn could Help Poor Nations Fight Hunger,” Technology Review, March 2003, pp. 33-38 [ERES]

Barry Commoner, “Unraveling the DNA Myth,” Harper’s Magazine, February 2002, pp. 39-47 [ERES]

Andrew Pollack, “No Foolproof Way is Seen to Contain Altered Genes,” The New York Times, 21 January 2004 [Lexis/Nexis]
REPORT ON THE GREEN REVOLUTION OF THE 1960s: SUCCESS OR FAILURE? [http://www.foodfirst.org/media/opeds/2000/4-greenrev.html]

[http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/x0262e/x0262e06.htm]
April 30: Consuming Transformations
Sidney Mintz, Sweetness and Power 
Kelly Brownell, excerpt from Food Fight: The Inside Story of the Food Industry, America's Obesity Crisis, and What We Can Do About It   [ERES]

Rob Stein, “U.S. Says It Will Contest WHO Plan to Fight Obesity; But Claim of Faulty Science Is Rejected by Nutritionists,” The Washington Post, January 16, 2004 [Lexis/Nexis]
“Sins of the Fleshy: Mexico’s Battle with Obesity and Diabetes,” The Economist, December 16, 2004 [ERES]

REPORT ON DIET, DIABETES AND PUBLIC HEALTH [“Bad Blood: Special on Diabetes,” The New York Times, Jan 9-11, 2006 http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/nyregionspecial5/]
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