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global environmental politics

	Prof. Paul Steinberg

Political Studies 114
Harvey Mudd College
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	  Mon/Wed 1:15-2:30
  Room: Beckman 126
  Spring 2007





This course explores the political challenge of motivating over 6 billion people to respond to global environmental problems in a world where there is no international government to coordinate diverse, changing, and often conflicting social preferences and practices.  Drawing on recent research in political science and related fields, we will analyze international responses to issues such as climate change, ozone depletion, intellectual property rights, deforestation, whaling, globalization, consumption, and sustainable development.  Students will critically engage these topics with concepts and methodologies emerging from the fast-growing literatures on international institutions, transnational activism, multi-level governance, green foreign policy, environmental valuation, local resource regimes, and science-policy linkages.

Required Texts

Paul F. Steinberg, Environmental Leadership in Developing Countries: Transnational Relations and Biodiversity Policy in Costa Rica and Bolivia, MIT Press, 2001.

All other readings are available in a reader that can be purchased in class.

Course Requirements

Active Class Participation
10 %

Notebook


25 %
Essay



25 %

Midterm


20 %

Final Presentation

20 %

Course Schedule

What is global environmental politics?

Wed Jan 17

Introduction and Course Overview

No assigned readings.

Mon Jan 22

Planetary Problems II: Global Overviews

Group presentations on climate change, freshwater resources, toxics, deforestation, biodiversity, desertification, fisheries, and stratospheric ozone.
Readings: 

William C. Clark, Managing Planet Earth, pp. 1-11 in Managing Planet Earth, W. H. Freeman & Co., 1990.

Peter M. Vitousek, Harold A. Mooney, Jane Lubchenco and Jerry M. Melillo (1997) Human Domination of Earth's Ecosystems, Science 277(5325):494-499.

** Additional readings to be assigned to each group.

Wed Jan 24

Worldwide Responses

Readings:
[On Sakai]: Garrett Porter, Janet Welsh Brown, and Pamela S. Chasek, Global Environmental Politics, Westview Press, 2000.  Chapter 1 (pp. 9-16 only) and Chapter 2 (pp. 35-60 only).

Environmental Leadership, Chapter 3.

Mon Jan 29

The Role of Political Analysis
Readings:

Paul Wapner, Ecological Thinking, pp. 17-25 (only) in Michael Maniates (eds.), Encountering Global Environmental Politics, Roman & Littlefield, 2003.

Come prepared to compare the methods and epistemology of the following two articles:
Detlef Sprinz and Tapani Vaahtoranta (1994) The Interest-Based Explanation of International Environmental Policy, International Organization 48(1):77-105.

Kevin R. Crooks and Michael E. Soulé (1999) Mesopredator Release and Avifaunal Extinctions in a Fragmented System, Nature 400:563-566.

Why Should We Care?

Wed Jan 31

Environmental Ethics
Readings:
Peter Singer (1974), All Animals Are Equal, Philosophical Exchange 1:103-116.  

Mark Sagoff (1984) Animal Liberation and Environmental Ethics: Bad Marriage, Quick Divorce, Osgoode Hall Law Journal 22: 297-307.  Sections I, II, and III only.
Bill Devall and George Sessions, Deep Ecology, Gibbs Smith Publishers, 1985, pp. 65-70.

Mari Skare (1994) Whaling, Environment 36(7):12 (15pp.).

Optional:

Ramachandra Guha (1989) Radical American Environmentalism and Wilderness Preservation: A Third World Critique, Environmental Ethics 11:71-83.

William Cronon (1996) The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature, Environmental History 1(1):7-28.

Paul Wapner (2003) Leftist Criticism of "Nature": Environmental Protection in a Postmodern Age, Dissent Magazine Winter: 71-75.

Chris Stroud, The Ethics and Politics of Whaling, pp. 55-87, in Mark P. Simmonds and Judith D. Hutchinson (eds.), The Conservation of Wales and Dolphins:  Science and Practice, John Wiley & Sons, 1996.

Mon Feb 5

Perspectives from Developing Countries
Video: "Hear Our Voices - The Poor on Poverty"

Readings:

The World Commission on Environment and Development ("The Brundtland Commission"), Our Common Future, Oxford University Press, 1987, pp. 43-60.  

Vandana Shiva (2000) North-South Conflicts in Intellectual Property Rights, Peace Review 12(4):501-508.  




Environmental Leadership, Chapter 2.

Wed Feb 7

Economic Valuation
Come prepared to discuss the Erlich-Simon debate from Tierney article.
Readings:

David W. Pearce, What Is Economic Valuation?, pp. 13-53 in Economic Values and the Natural World, MIT Press, 1993.
Markets, Government, and the Environment, Chapter 3 in The World Bank, World Development Report 1992: Development and the Environment, Oxford University Press, 1992.

J. Tierney, Betting the Planet, New York Times Magazine, December 2, 1990.

EPA Finds Life Worth the Same at Age 70, The Baltimore Sun, May 8, 2003.

How can international cooperation 

be achieved in an anarchic world system?

Mon Feb 12

Institutions, Market Failures, Collective Action Problems

Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action, pp. 23-37 in Jeremy J. Richardson (ed.), Pressure Groups, Oxford University Press, 2003.
World Bank, World Development Report 1992, pp. 64-65, 70. 

Wed Feb 14

Multi-Level Governance

Readings:

Robert D. Putnam (1988) Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games, International Organization 42(3):427-460.

Environmental Leadership, Chapter 1.

Environmental ethics essay due in Parsons 1280 on Friday February 16 by 4 p.m.

Mon Feb 19

International Environmental Regimes

Readings:
[on sakai]: James Gustave Speth and Peter M. Haas, Environmental Accord: Treaties and International Environmental Law, in Global Environmental Governance, Island Press, 2006.
Lawrence E. Susskind, Environmental Diplomacy:  Negotiating More Effect of Global Agreements, Oxford University Press, 1994, pp. 3- 4 and 24-30.
More readings next page.

Go to <http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/entri/treatySearch.jsp>  Choose one or more subjects and hit "submit," then choose an individual treaty of your choice and read the full text.  

Wed Feb 21

Negotiating Environmental Treaties



International negotiation simulation in class: “Dante’s Island.”

No assigned readings.

Mon Feb 26

Discussion of Negotiation Exercise
No assigned readings.

Wed Feb 28

The Impact of Environmental Regimes



Readings:
Abram Chayes and Antonia Handler Chayes (1993) On Compliance, International Organization 47 (2):175-205.

Environmental Leadership, Chapter 4.

Assignment:  an inside-out perspective on international impacts.

How do non-governmental actors

shape global environmental decisions?

Mon March 5

Environmental Advocates

Readings:
Paul Wapner (1995) Politics Beyond the State: Environmental Activism and World Civic Politics, World Politics 47(3):311-340.
Environmental Leadership, Chapter 5 and pp. 198-200 ("Leadership and Constraints").

Wed March 7

Midterm
Turn in notebooks.

March 10-18

Spring Break

Mon March 19

Scientists

Readings:
Peter Haas (1992) Banning Chlorofluorocarbons: Epistemic Community Efforts to Protect Stratospheric Ozone, International Organization 46(1):187-224.

Paul N. Edwards and Stephen H. Schneider, Self-governance and Peer Review in Science-for-Policy: The Case of the IPCC Second Assessment Report, pp. 219-337 in Clark A. Miller and Paul N. Edwards (eds.), Changing the Atmosphere: Expert Knowledge and Environmental Governance, MIT Press, 2001.  

Wed March 21

Multinational Corporations

Readings:

Gary Gereffi, Ronie Garcia-Johnson and Erika Sasser (2001) The NGO-Industrial Complex, Foreign Policy 125:56-65.

James Maxwell and Sanford L Weiner (1993) Green Consciousness or Dollar Diplomacy? The British Response to the Threat of Ozone Depletion, International Environmental Affairs 5(1):19-41.

NATIONAL RESPONSES

Mon March 26

Foreign Policy and the Environment: The United States
Readings:
Robert Paarlberg, The Eagle and the Global Environment: The Burden of Being Essential, pp. 324-341 in Robert J. Lieber (ed.), Eagle Rules? Foreign Policy and American Primacy in the 21st Century, Prentice Hall, 2001.

William Cronon, When the G.O.P. Was Green, New York Times, January 8, 2001.

Top-level Editing on Climate Issues, New York Times, June 8, 2005.

Feeling the Heat, New York Times, June 14, 2005.

Is God Green?  Listen to Bill Moyers special on the green evangelical movement at http://www.pbs.org/moyers/moyersonamerica/green/index.html
Optional: 
John Barry and Robin Eckersley (eds.), The State and the Global Ecological Crisis, MIT Press, 2005. Introduction and Chapter 1 - James Meadowcroft, From Welfare State to Ecostate.

Wed March 28

Foreign Policy and the Environment: Developing Countries
Readings:

Michael Ross, Conditionality and Logging Reform in the Tropics, pp. 167-197 in Robert O. Keohane and Marc A. Levy (eds.), Institutions for Environmental Aid: Pitfalls and Promise, MIT Press, 1996.

FROM LOCAL TO GLOBAL...AND BACK AGAIN

Mon April 2

Managing Common-Property Resources



Readings:

Clark C. Gibson, Margaret A. McKean, and Elinor Ostrom, Explaining Deforestation: The Role of Local Institutions, Chapter 1 in Gibson et al. (eds.), People and Forests: Communities, Institutions, and Governance, MIT Press, 2000.
Clark C. Gibson and C. Dustin Becker, A Lack of Institutional Demand: Why a Strong Local Community in Western Ecuador Fails to Protect Its Forests, Chapter 6 in People and Forest. 

Wed April 4

Los Angeles Air Quality: Policy and Law

Readings:
Miguel Bustillo, Stakes High as State Targets Greenhouse Gas From Cars, Los Angeles Times, September 23, 2004.

Marc Lifsher, Next Schwarzenegger Target: Fuel Emissions, Los Angeles Times, January 9, 2007.
Danny Hakim, Automakers Attack Proposal To Address Global Warming, New York Times, September 23, 2004.

Jane Kay, States, Firms Take Initiative in Climate Battle, San Francisco Chronicle, July 10, 2005.

Go to npr.org and find and listen to “High Court to Hear Greenhouse-Gas Case,” November 29, 2006.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=6550031
EPA State & Local Climate Change Program: http://yosemite.epa.gov/oar/globalwarming.nsf/content/VisitorCenterPublicOfficials.html

Optional:  Browse the transcript of the Supreme Court oral arguments, available on Sakai 
HOW CAN WE RECONCILE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY AND ECOLOGICAL HEALTH?

Mon April 9

Green Innovation
Readings:
Strategies for Green Design, Chapter 4 of Green Products by Design: Choices for a Cleaner Environment, U.S. Congress, Office of Technology Assessment, 1992, pp. 53-63. 

Michael Porter and Class van der Linde (1995) Green and Competitive: Ending The Stalemate, Harvard Business Review 73 (5):120-134.

Wed April 11

Consumption
Readings:
Jack Manno, Commoditization: Consumption Efficiency and an Economy of Care and Connection, pp. 67-99 (skip section on agriculture) in Thomas Princen, Michael F. Maniates and Ken Conca (Eds.), Confronting Consumption, MIT Press, 2002.

Michael Maniates, Individualization: Plant a Tree, Buy a Bike, Save the World?, pp. 43-66 in Confronting Consumption.
Mon April 16

No class – HMC advising week
Turn in notebooks to Parsons 1280
Prepare for CITES presentations and get a head start on Monday’s readings.
Wed April 18

No class – HMC advising week

Prepare for CITES presentations.


April 22 Sunday 2:00-5:15  Proposed time for group presentations on CITES
Monday April 23
Topic to be decided by class
Wed April 25

Future Trends:  Environmental Globalization

Readings:

Robert O. Keohane and Joseph S. Nye Jr. (2000) Globalization: What's New?  What's Not?  (And So What?), Foreign Policy 118:104-119.

Environmental Leadership, Chapter 6.
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