
Sociology 55

Population Trends and Issues

Spring 2006
Professor Jill S. Grigsby
Hahn 217, ext. 73026


Office Hours: Wednesday, 2-5, and by appt.

E-mail: Jill.Grigsby@pomona.edu

Class Meetings:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11 AM -- Lecture/Discussion – Hahn 108
Occasional Wednesdays 11AM – Computer Lab – Hahn 204

Course Description:


Demography, the study of human population structure and processes, cuts across many disciplines and informs compelling policy issues such as environmental pollution, residential segregation, teenage pregnancy, AIDS, and global migration.  Most firms in the private sector rely upon demographic information for market research, site location and other business applications.  All social science disciplines supplement their own data and methodologies with demographic data and measures in order to understand a wide array of human behaviors.  This course will provide an overview of historical and current global population trends, introduce techniques of demographic analysis, identify population data sources, and highlight some of the more controversial domestic and international issues related to population trends.  Some classes will consist primarily of lectures, others will be entirely class discussion or lab/workshops, and occasionally we will watch a video.  At any time feel free to ask questions. The readings and lectures will emphasize sociological explanations of demographic phenomena, yet draw upon research in other fields, including epidemiology, economics, and history.  

There are no prerequisites for this course, however, every student should have taken at least two years of high school algebra.  Every student must obtain a computer account through Pomona’s ITS and become familiar with the spreadsheet software MSEXCEL.

Course Requirements:


Your final grade will reflect the following components:

Midterm Exams

50%

Final Exam


30%

Project



10%

Labs & Homework

10%

Extra Credit


3-5%

Examinations -- There will be two midterm exams (tentatively scheduled for February 27 and April 14) and a final exam, which is scheduled for Thursday, May 11 at 9:00 AM.  Your final grade will also take into account improvement over the semester.  

Project -- Each person in the class will participate in a group project analyzing demographic information for a particular country.  One-half of the grade for the project will reflect the individual’s contribution and one-half will reflect the project as a whole.

Labs & Homework-- These short assignments will prepare you for the project and the exams.  They are required, but not graded, and it is the student’s responsibility to seek help when something in the homework or labs is not clear.

Extra Credit   There will be several opportunities for extra credit during the semester, such as attending relevant public events and additional data analysis. 
Readings – 

Course Packet:  available for purchase at Claremont Print & Copy.  Call a day in advance (624-4615) to reserve your copy.  
Recommended text: Population Handbook, 5th edition, by Arthur Haupt and Thomas T. Kane, available at the Population Reference Bureau’s website:  http://www.prb.org/Content/NavigationMenu/PRB/PRB_Library/Population_Handbook/PopHandbook_Eng.pdf
Course Outline and Readings
World and U.S. Trends in Population Growth and Decline – 
Joel E. Cohen, “Human Population Grows Up,” Scientific American 293, pp. 48-55. September 2005

Carl Haub, “How Many People Have Ever Lived on Earth?” Population Today 30,8. November/December 2002, pp. 3-4.  

Theories and Implications of Population Growth – January 23-27

Population Reference Bureau staff, “Transitions in World Population.” Population Bulletin 59, 1 (March 2004), pages 1-14.  

Thomas R. Malthus, “An Essay on the Principle of Population,”pp. 97-103 in Scott W Menard and Elizabeth W. Moen (eds), Perspectives on Population (New York: Oxford, 1987).
Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Science 162, pp. 1243-1248, 13 December 1968. 

Joel E. Cohen, “Population Growth and Earth’s Human Carrying Capacity,” Science 269, pp. 341-346 (21 July 1995).

Demographic Data – January 30-February 3
Mark Mather, Kerri L. Rivers, and Linda A. Jacobsen, “The American Community Survey,” Population Bulletin 60, 3, 2005, pp. 3-10.
U.S. Census Bureau, “International Data Base,” Updated April 2004.


http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idbnew.html.  Recommended for reference
Population Reference Bureau, “2005 World Population Data Sheet.”  Available at www.prb.org.  Recommended for reference
Centers for Disease Control, National Center for Health Statistics, “National Vital Statistics System.”  http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss.htm.  Recommended for reference.
Population Age and Sex Structure – February 6-10
Ansley J. Coale, "How a Population Ages or Grows Younger," Ronald Freedman (ed) Population: The Vital Revolution (New York: Doubleday, 1964).
Peter G. Peterson, “Grey Dawn: The Global Aging Crisis,” Foreign Affairs 78, 1, 1999.

Cheryl Stauffer, “Building Pyramids,” Population Today, May 1999, p. 3.
Urbanization and Segregation – February 13-24
Edward L. Glaeser and Jesse M. Shapiro, “City Growth: Which Places Grew and Why,” pp. 13-32 in Bruce Katz and Robert E. Lang, eds, Redefining Urban & Suburban America (Washington DC: Brookings, 2003).
Camille Zubrinsky Charles, “Socioeconomic Status and Segregation: African Americans, Hispanics, and Asians in Los Angeles,” pp. 271-290 in Elijah Anderson and Douglas Massey, Problem of the Century: Racial Stratification in the United States (New York: Russell Sage, 2001).

John R. Logan, “Ethnic Diversity Grows, Neighborhood Integration Lags,” pp. 235-255 in Katz and Lang, 2003.

Douglas Massey, “The Age of Extremes: Concentrated Affluence and Poverty in the Twenty-First Century,” Demography 33, 4 (1996), pp. 395-412.

Field Trip to Los Angeles:  February 17

Quiz :  February 27
Migration – March 1-10
Stephen Castles and Mark J. Miller, “Introduction,” pp. 1-20 in The Age of  Migration: International Population Movements in the Modern World (New York: Guilford, 2003).

Frank D. Bean and Gillian Stevens, “Migration Flows, Theories, and Contexts,” pp. 16-41 in America’s Newcomers and the Dynamics of Diversity (New York: Russell Sage, 2003).
William Frey, “U.S. Census Shows Different Paths for Domestic and Foreign-Born Migrants,” Population Today 30, 6 (August/September 2002).  

Mortality and Health – March 20-April 5
Barry R. Bloom, “Public Health in Transition,” Scientific American 293, pp. 92-99, September 2005.

Robert Sapolsky, “Sick of Poverty,” Scientific American 293, 6, pp. 92-99.
S. Jay Olshansky and A. Brian Ault, “The Fourth Stage of the Epidemiologic Transition: The Age of Delayed Degenerative Diseases,” Milbank Quarterly 46, 3, pp 355-91, 1986.
Population Reference Bureau staff, “The Rising Toll of AIDS,” pp. 33-34 in “Transitions in World Population.” Population Bulletin 59, 1 (March 2004).  

Alan Guttmacher Institute, “A, B and C in Uganda: Roles of Abstinence, Monogamy and Condom Use in HIV Decline.” Executive Summary.  June 2003.

Steven W. Sinding, “Does ‘CNN’ (Condons, Needles and Negotiation) Work Better than ‘ABC’ (Abstinence, Being Faithful and Condom Use) in Attacking the AIDS Epidemic?” International Family Planning Perspectives 31,1, pp. 38-40, March 2005.

Recommended resource:

T.J. Mathews, Fay Manacker, Marian MacDorman, “Infant Mortality Statistics from the 2002 Period Linked Birth/Infant Death Data Set,” National Vital Statistics Reports 53, 10, November 2004.  Pages 1-8.

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr53/nvsr53_10.pdf
Quiz:  April 7

Fertility, Marriage, Divorce, Household Formation – April 10-April 21
Population Reference Bureau staff, “Transitions in World Population.” Population Bulletin 59, 1 (March 2004), pages 15-20 & 26-27.  
Mary Kent and Carl Haub, “Global Demographic Divide,” Population Bulletin 60, 4, December 2005.
Jacqueline E. Darroch, Susheela Singh, Jennifer J. Frost and the Study Team, “Differences in Teenage Pregnancy Rates Among Five Developed Countries: The Roles of Sexual Activity and Contraceptive Use,” Family Planning Perspectives 33,6, pp. 244-281, 2001.

John Bongaarts, "Building a Family:  Unplanned Events," Studies in Family Planning 15, 1 (February 1984). 
Recommended resource: 
Joyce A. Martin, et al., “Births: Final Data for 2003,” National Vital Statistics Reports 54, 2 (September 8,, 2005).  http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr54/nvsr54_02.pdf
Special Topics – April 24-28
Sharon M. Lee and Barry Edmonston, “New Marriages, New Famlies: U.S. Racial and Hispanic Intermarriage,” Population Bulletin 60, 2, June 2005.

Jeffrey Sachs, “Can Extreme Poverty Be Eliminated?” Scientific American 293, 3, pp. 56-65, September 2005.

Presentations – May 1
Review – May 3
