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Syllabus for English 57:  Gender and Nature: Reading Environmental Literature
Jan.
17
Introduction

19 
Atwood, 3 -110.  Glofelty,  xv-ssv.

22
Atwood, 113-238.  Reed & The First National People of Color…. 

24
Atwood, 241-376.  Hamilton.


26
Merchant, xv-72.  White.

29
Merchant, 75-136.  Keller.

31
Merchant, 139-166. Spretnak.

Feb.
  2
Griffin, 6-93. Kolodny. 

5
Griffin, 96-153.

  7
Griffin, 157-229.


  9
Essays: Howarth.

12
 ****DRAFT DUE****  Draft presentations to class.

14
Carson, x-127. 

16
Carson, 129-243. 



19
Carson, 245-363.

21
Lopez, xix-118.



23
Lopez, 119-203.



26
***PAPER DUE***  Lopez, 204-301.


28
Lopez, 302-415.  Campbell.


Mar
  2
Essays: Thoreau.



  5
Essays:  Leopold and Kingston.



  7
Essays: Walker and White.



  9
****DRAFT DUE**** Draft presentations to class.


     
12-16  Spring recess



19
Poetry



21
Poetry



23
***MIDTERM EXAM***



26
Dillard, 4-104.


28
Dillard, 105-183.

30
Cesar Chavez Day: no class, but ***PAPER DUE ***March  29th in Alexander 102 

Apr.
 2
Dillard, 184-282.

 4
Essays: Buell

 6
Williams, 3-109.



 9
Williams, 110-203.



11
Williams,  204-314.



13
Silko, 1-93. Riley.



16
Silko, 93-176. Silko.



18
***DRAFT DUE*** Silko, 176-262.  Allen.


20
Essays



23
Essays



25
Poetry, incl. Snyder.



27
Poetry, incl. Snyder.



30
Poetry


May
2 
****PAPER DUE**** Presentations of papers.

English 57 is an English, Environmental Analysis, and Women’s Studies class, and meets the requirements for Area 1. It involves close reading and discussion of North American fiction, poetry, literary non-fiction and science writing through the frameworks of ecofeminism and environmental criticism. In addition to the texts for the class, there are articles and poems accessible through electronic reserves (ERES). The poetry text I had planned to assign is out of print, so I will assign individual poems on ERES that do not appear yet on the syllabus.  Because the course is designed as a discussion class, it is very important that you attend regularly, keep up with the assignments and participate fully in the discussions of the reading.  The written work consists of brief response papers written before class, two 5-6 page literary analyses, an essay midterm, and an 8-10 page paper requiring library research and/or use of the essays assigned in class. Your papers should be scrupulously documented using standard Modern Language Association format, including material derived from the Internet.  (You will find a copy of the MLA Handbook in the English Department library in Crookshank Hall.   Please also consult the Pomona Policy on Academic Honesty because plagiarism will be dealt with severely.) There will be opportunities for group work, and for presentations of selected poems and drafts of your papers to the class.  I will hold office hours after each class and at other times by appointment: please call x.72147 to make an appointment. I am available every day of the week.

English 57 is also a Writing Fellow Course, part of a pilot program that gives you the opportunity for intensive work on your writing. Our two Writing Fellows are Katie Jones (katherine.jones@pomona.edu) and Ricky Haas (eric.haas@pomona.edu); they will meet with each of you to discuss the drafts of your papers, offering their expertise in the realm of writing and the process of revision. Your drafts will be due two weeks before the final submission date to allow time for you to meet with them and to revise your papers. Your papers will then be submitted to me electronically via Sakai (more about this later).

Your grade will be calculated in the following way: the two papers and the midterm each count 20%; the research paper 30%, and the combination of your oral presentations, class participation and response papers count 10% in determining your final grade. 

REQUIRED TEXTS:


Atwood, Margaret.  Oryx and Crake. 2003.   New York; Anchor-Random, 2004.

Carson, Rachel.  Silent Spring:  40th Anniversary Ed . New York: Houghton Mifflin,  2002.

Dillard, Annie.  Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. 1974. New York: HarperPerennial, 2002.

Griffin, Susan.  Woman and Nature. 1978. San Francisco: Sierra Club, 2000.

Lopez, Barry.  Arctic Dreams. 1986. New York: Vintage-Random, 2001. 

Merchant, Carolyn. Earthcare. New York: Routledge, 1996.  

Silko, Leslie Marmon.   Ceremony. 1977. Penguin, 1986.

Snyder, Gary. 1969. Turtle Island.  New Directions, 1974.

Williams, Terry Tempest.  Refuge. New York: Vintage-Random, 2001.

ERES REQUIRED READING: (password is clark57).

Adamson, Joni, Mei Mei Evans, & Rachel Stein, eds. The Environmental Justice Reader. Tucson: UAZ P, 2002.


Reed, T.V. “Toward an Environmental Justice Ecocriticism.” 

Buell, Lawrence. The Future of Environmental Criticism: Environmental Crisis and Literary Imagination. Malden: Blackwell, 2005.

Buell, Lawrence. “The Ethics and Politics of Environmental Criticism” and “Environmental Criticism’s Future.”

Diamond, Irene and Gloria Feman Orenstein, eds.  Reweaving the World. San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1990.


Keller, Catherine. “Women against Wasting the World: Notes on Eschatology 



and Ecology.”


Hamilton, Cynthia.  “Women, Home and Community: The Struggle in an Urban

Environment.

”Spretnak, Charlene.  “Ecofeminism:  Our  Roots and Flowering.”

Finch, Robert & John Elder, eds. The Norton Book of Nature Writing, College Edition. New York: Norton, 2002.


Kingston, Maxine Hong. “A City Person Encountering Nature.”

Leopold, Aldo. “Thinking Like a Mountain.”


Thoreau, Henry David. “From The Maine Woods: Ktaadn.”


Walker, Margaret.  “Am I Blue?”


White, Evelyn. “Black Women and the Wilderness.”

Foltz, Richard C., ed. Worldviews, Religion, and the Enviroment. Belmont: Wadsworth,  2003.

Riley, Shamara Shantu. “Ecology Is a Sistah’s Issue Too: The Politics of Emergent Afrocentric Ecowomanism.”

Gottlieb, Roger S., ed.  This Sacred Earth: Religion, Nature, Environment. New York: Routledge, 1996.

The First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit.  “Principles of Environmental Justice.”
Glotfelty, Cheryll and Harold Fromm, eds.  The Ecocriticism Reader.  Athens: U of Georgia P, 1996.


Allen, Paula Gunn.  “The Sacred Hoop:  A Contemporary Perspective.”


Campbell, Sueellen. “The Land and Language of Desire.”


Glotfelty, Cheryll.  “Introduction:  Literary Studies in an Age of Environmental



Crisis.” xv-xxv.


Howarth, William.  “Some Principles of Ecocriticism.”


Kolodny, Annette.  “Unearthing Herstory:  An Introduction.”

 
Silko, Leslie. “Landscape, History, and the Pueblo Imagination.”


White, Lynn, Jr. “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis.”

Jamieson, Dale, ed. A Companion to Environmental Philosophy. Oxford: Blackwell, 2003.


Davion, Victoria. “Ecofeminism.”


