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EDUCATION

1977 B. S. with Honors in Chemistry, Magna Cum Laude, Duke University.

1981 Ph. D. in Physical Chemistry, Duke University.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

2009- Joseph B. Platt Chair in Effective Teaching, Harvey Mudd College

1993- Professor of Chemistry, Harvey Mudd College.

1991 Visiting Research Scientist, Chemical Biodynamics Division, Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory, Berkeley, California.

1989-1993  Associate Professor of Chemistry, Harvey Mudd College.

1984-1989  Assistant Professor of Chemistry, Harvey Mudd College.

1981-1984  NIH Postdoctoral Fellow, Laboratory of Chemical Biodynamics, U. California-

Berkeley.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

2008-2009  Immediate Past President of the Council on Undergraduate Research

2007-2008  President of the Council on Undergraduate Research

2006-2007  President-elect of the Council on Undergraduate Research

2005-2009  Member of the Executive Board, Council on Undergraduate Research

2005-2006  Secretary of the Council on Undergraduate Research

2004-2006  Co-Chair of the Council on Undergraduate Research 2006 National Conference

2004-2006  Beckman Scholars Program Advisory Panel

2004-2005  Chair of the Outreach Committee of the Council on Undergraduate Research

2003- Feature Editor, Journal of Chemical Education

2002-2003  Steering Committee Member for the NSF-sponsored Summit on Undergraduate
Research

2001-2003  Chair of the Chemistry Division of the Council on Undergraduate Research

2001-2003  Member of the Executive Board, Council on Undergraduate Research

2001- Advisory Committee Member - NSF Center for Workshops in the Chemical
Sciences

2000-2001  Chair-Elect of the Chemistry Division of the Council on Undergraduate Research

2000-2001  Beckman Scholars Program Advisory Panel

1997-1998  Associate Editor, Seventh Edition of the CUR Directory of Undergraduate
Research in Chemistry

1993- Chemistry Consultant for the Council on Undergraduate Research

1993- Chemistry Division Councilor for the Council on Undergraduate Research

COMMUNITY SERVICE

2006-2007  Member of the City of Claremont Committee on Aging

2004-2009  Member of the Joslyn Senior Center Successful Aging Committee



HONORS AND AWARDS

Joseph B. Platt Chair in Effective Teaching, 2009; Council on Undergraduate Research
Volunteer of the Year, 2004; Henry T. Mudd Prize for Outstanding Service to Harvey Mudd
College, 2003; Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award, 1994; National Institutes of Health
National Research Service Award, 1981-1984; James B. Duke Fellowship, 1980-81; Duke
University Graduate Research Award, 1979-1980; American Chemical Society Centennial
Scholarship, 1978; North Carolina Award for Graduate Study in Chemistry, 1977-78; National
Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship Honorable Mention, 1977; Member of Sigma Xi, 1977;
Member of Phi Beta Kappa, 1977; Member of Phi Lambda Upsilon, 1977; National Merit
Scholarship, 1973-77; Dean's List, 1973-77.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

. Applications of absorbance and fluorescence spectroscopy to supramolecular assemblies
(micelles, reverse micelles, vesicles) and macromolecular host-guest systems
(cyclodextrins, cucurbiturils, dendrimers).

. Spectroscopic delineation of binary and ternary phase diagrams

. Strategies to enhance the academic advancement of women in science and engineering

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Chemical Society (Colloid and Surface Science, Physical Chemistry, and Chemical
Education Divisions); American Society for Photobiology; Association of American Colleges
and Universities Associate; Biophysical Society; Council on Undergraduate Research; National
Science Teachers Association; Phi Beta Kappa; Professional and Organizational Development
Network in Higher Education; Society of the Sigma Xi.



PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS

A Guide to Lasers in Chemistry, G. R. Van Hecke and K. K. Karukstis, Jones and Bartlett
Publishers, Boston, 1998; 2nd edition, Academic Press/Elsevier Science, in preparation.

Chemistry Connections: The Chemical Basis of Everyday Phenomena, K. K. Karukstis and G. R.
Van Hecke, Harcourt/Academic Press, San Diego, 2000; 2nd edition, Academic Press/Elsevier
Science, 2003.

Developing and Sustaining a Research-Supportive Curriculum: A Compendium of Successful
Practices, K. K. Karukstis and Timothy E. Elgren, eds., Council on Undergraduate Research,
Washington, D. C., 2007.
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